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Workshops 
Offered BOTH Workshop Sessions: 

 

Global Mission 101 

Leader: Rev. Sunitha Mortha 

Rev. Sunitha Mortha, ordained through the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church in India, serves as Director for Mission 
Formation & Relationships at the ELCA churchwide offices in Chicago, Ill. In her work at the ELCA, she has created programs 
and systems that have developed congregational capacities to critically explore worldviews, meta-narratives and cultures to 
motivate better practices of mission, globally and locally. She is committed to community-building, mobilizing, and 
providing safe environments for difficult, complex conversations. The Glocal Mission Gatherings and Accompaniment 
resources reflect her work. In her free time she loves to fellowship, cook, dance, read and sing. 

Description: Explore the meaning and practice of mission. Why do we engage in mission? Where does mission occur? What 
does mission mean in our work together? And how do we express mission in our relationships, from the local community to 
the global communion? This workshop is geared toward all who are interested in engaging mission in context. 
 

Short-Term Mission 

Leader: Rev. Salim Kaderbhai 

Pr. Salim Kaderbhai serves as pastor at Faith, Madelia, and Our Saviour’s, Lake Crystal. He was born and raised in Tanzania, 
East Africa; attended high school in Nairobi, Kenya; and then came to Minnesota to study computer science. While studying 
at Concordia, Moorhead, he converted from Islam to Christianity. He graduated in 2003 and started working in full-time 
youth ministry in St. Cloud and Mounsdview before attending Luther Seminary. He and his wife, Katie, have three children. 
Pr. Salim is a huge rugby and soccer fan, but he also admits to following the Minnesota Vikings. 

Description: Enter into a new understanding of global and local community through short-term mission trips. Learn how to 
approach planning, travel, and return with a focus on developing intentional and meaningful relationships, both within and 
between communities. This workshop addresses practical and conceptual aspects of short-term mission travel and the 
development of a local missional community, and is intended for members of supporting communities and congregations, 
travelers, and planners. 
 

Radical Hospitality: The 99 Collective 

Leader: Ron Werner 

Ron has been rooted in Bend, Oregon, since 2005. Currently, he serves Nativity Lutheran and First Presbyterian Churches as 
Intern Pastor and Director of Youth Ministries. He is the co-founder of the Bend Youth Collective, a collaborative and 
progressive approach to youth ministry. Previously, he served as Executive Director of Common Table, a nonprofit cafe and 
bar in the heart of downtown and National Coordinator for Rise Up, a nonprofit connecting local artists with global causes. 
Ron is active in the struggle for immigrant rights and can often be found meeting with legislators and speaking at 
community rallies engaging in faith-based political advocacy. 

Description: Join members of The 99 Collective as we advocate, practice and struggle to live lives of Radical Hospitality. This 
group of young adult leaders is working to facilitate and inspire the church as we connect, experiment and act in response to 
the love of God. Learn about this new collection of young adult leaders who are taking the wisdom and justice tradition of 
the Lutheran church and running with it. Check us out ahead of time at www.the99collective.com. All are welcome! 
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Cross-Generational Engagement 

Leader: Linda Staats 

With deep roots in the Lutheran church and broad experience with families through all of life’s ages and stages, Linda 
Staats' passion for nurturing faith from generation to generation is expressed through her ministry, HomeGrown Faith. 
Following her leadership on two synod staffs in the area of faith formation, Linda brings a generational and household focus 
to her current position as ELCA Coaching Coordinator for Stewardship and Baptismal Promises. She coordinated the 
children's program for the 2008 Global Mission Event, incorporating the ELCA accompaniment model with a 
cross+generational approach to learning and interaction. 

Description: Empower youth and all ages within the congregation for a local and global connection. Discover ways to 
meaningfully weave all generations into the life of mission. This workshop offers approaches beyond traditional, age-
segregated classroom settings, and is intended for Sunday school teachers, youth and children ministers, parents, 
godparents, and all caring adults. 
 

Music and Mission 

Leader: Mark Abelson & Glocal Musicians 

Description: Embrace and welcome all people through inclusive worship and music. Explore global and local context in our 
sacred speech and song. This workshop focuses on using creative liturgy and global music to communicate mission in the 
congregation. It is designed for pastors, musicians, and worship leaders. 

 
Workshop Session #1:  2:15 - 3:15 p.m. ONLY 

 

Who is my Neighbor? Conversation on Faith and Migration 

Leader: Rev. David Vásquez 

Pr. David Vásquez is one of the campus pastors at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. Pr. David is passionate about serving with 
those who are “on the move” – college students at a time when they’re exploring God’s calling for their lives (asking not only 
what they will do, but also who they will be as children of God) as well as those who live with greater awareness of the reality 
of human mobility (like recent immigrants, particularly the undocumented). 

Description: Whether asked by an insider "trying to justify himself" or an outsider wondering where she fits in, the question 
of who we are to regard as our neighbor is central to the biblical narrative. It is particularly poignant because so many of the 
biblical stories take place when people are "on the move," and it is critically important in our day because globalization and 
its accompanying migration has drastically challenged the boundaries that define neighbor and neighborhood.  Join Pr. 
David for a conversation about how biblical stories inform the lives of people on the move today and how the experiences of 
immigrants open up the scriptures in new ways. 
 

Engaging One Another Missionally to Become a Multicultural Church - Part 1 

Leader: Rev. Ron Duty 

Ron Duty is a retired ELCA pastor on the roster of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, where he served parishes from 1987 
to 1998. More recently, he served in the Church and Society Unit at the ELCA’s churchwide office. He currently serves as a 
contract employee on the Ethnic Specific & Multicultural Ministries Team of the Congregational and Synodical Missions 
Unit. 

Description: A missional church welcomes and accompanies the neighbor.  However, how do we accompany our neighbor 
when he or she is someone with a different story, age, culture, gender, class, religion, race, etc.? This faith-based journey 
begins with conversation. This workshop introduces resources that can help with getting to know the story of your own 
congregation first and then getting to know the story of those with whom you are not yet familiar. As a missional 
congregation, you can then begin to become a truly multicultural church, and move away from “ministering to” and move 
toward “ministering with.” 
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Thanks for the Memories: Congregational Story and Its Many Uses 

Leader: Paul A. Daniels, ELCA Region 3 Archives 

Paul Daniels has served as half-time archivist for the nine synods and congregations of ELCA Region 3 (Minnesota, North 
Dakota and South Dakota) since 1988. He also serves as half-time archivist and curator at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, where 
the large Region 3 collections are housed. Paul holds an MA in Church History from Luther Seminary and is a member of the 
Academy of Certified Archivists. 

Description: Every congregation has a story to tell. Congregational archives hold these stories in physical form, making them 
useful for a variety of purposes. Some records must be saved for legal and financial reasons and for the transparent 
operation of the church. Others are conveyors of rich memories that will challenge, support and surprise us today. This 
workshop will highlight both the practical and the inspiring uses of story, providing various examples as well as time for 
discussion. 

Framing Failure with Forgiveness 

Leaders: Rev. Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner, Anders Meier 
 

Prior to Pr. Kathleen’s ordination, she was the director of youth and education ministries for 23 years in New Ulm.  She has 
a passion for finding effective ways of passing the faith on from generation to generation. Pr. Kathleen is also the SW MN 
Synod Practice Discipleship Coach, an outreach of the ELCA Youth Ministry Network.  **Anders Meier serves as Discipleship 
Director at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Cloud. At Bethlehem he leads the discipleship ministries staff in programming 
and education for the First Third of Life. Prior to Bethlehem he served as a director at Camp Onomia and many positions at 
Luther Crest Bible Camp. Anders attended Concordia College. 
 

Description: The purpose of the Practice Discipleship Initiative is to develop leaders in congregations for the sake of faith 
formation in young people. Practice Discipleship is following Jesus as a way of life through leadership development and faith 
formation. We can’t become experts in everything, so how do we choose? This year Practice Discipleship will explore biblical, 
theological and practical frames that can give intentionality to how we prioritize our ministries and respond to the gospel in 
our daily lives.” This workshop will focus on forgiveness. Life and ministry tend to place many demands upon us all. We often 
feel like failures in one or more areas of our lives. The world seems to frame us with expectations of perfection and success 
but God’s grace frames us with forgiveness. This session will remind you of this truth and give you practical ways to live into 
that forgiveness and share it with others. 

Relational Hospitality Evangelizing 

Leader: Rev. Larry Strenge, Director for Evangelical Mission (D4EM) 

Pr. Larry Strenge serves as D4EM in our SW MN Synod after 22 years in mission development and re-development 
congregations. He helps facilitate conversations around stewardship, evangelism, and other matters related to growing a 
vital mission-minded congregation. 

Description: As we consider how to be more missional in our Glocal settings, we wonder, “What can I/we do to be more 
invitational and relational among people in our community?” In this workshop participants will enter into relational and 
hospitality evangelizing through the use of prayer, vulnerability, and story as they are introduced to the one-to-one 
conversation model, an effective listening tool. Pr. Larry will share how a single question, “How may I pray for you today?” 
has opened many conversations to the Spirit’s work. This question, as well as other powerful questions formed in using the 
one-to-one conversation model, will be the focus of this workshop.  
 

Bringing Mission Excitement to Your Congregation 

Leaders: Karen Ackman & Dorothy Stenberg 

Karen Ackman and Dorothy Stenberg are long-time members of Zion Lutheran Church in Litchfield. Both are mothers, 
grandmothers and former teachers who have received training as Mission Interpreters from our ELCA. 

Description: Do you want to fire up your congregation about the amazing things our ELCA does around the world? Our 
involvement in reaching out with the Good News through world hunger and disaster relief, refugee resettlement, AIDS and 
Malaria prevention and treatment, and advocacy for the less fortunate is truly AMAZING! Come to this workshop and 
receive resources that will enable you to share with YOUR congregation the excitement of the great work our Global Church 
is doing. 
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ELCA Social Statement Listening Session: “Women and Justice: One in Christ” 

Leaders: Rev. Susan Engholm, Rev. Bruce Berg 

Pastor Susan Engholm lives in Willmar, MN with her husband, Jeff.  Originally from Fargo, ND, Pastor Susan Engholm has 
served in the Southwestern Minnesota Synod for the past 10 years. Pastor Engholm currently serves area churches  
providing pulpit supply and spiritual direction.  **Pr. Bruce Berg, serving Our Savior’s, Dovray, and Trinity, Westbrook, also 
serves on the social statement task force. Pr. Bruce and his wife, Catherine, live in Marshall. 
 
 

Description: As we speak, the ELCA is working on its 13th Social Statement.  (Information about past social statements can 
be found at www.elca.org/socialstatements.)  This latest social statement is entitled, “Women and Justice: One in 
Christ.” We are fortunate to have Pastor Bruce Berg, from Our Savior’s, Dovray and Trinity, Westbrook, on the task 
force.  Pastor Susan Engholm, from Willmar, has been trained as a Process Builder to lead listening sessions. You have an 
important voice in the process of writing this social statement. Our time together will be an opportunity to make your voice 
be heard by the task force:  What do you hope the task force will address concerning women and justice?  What stories are 
important to tell?   
 

The Plunge 

Leader: Rev. Amber Ingalsbe 

Ordained October 30, 2010, Pr. Amber Ingalsbe serves as the associate pastor at St. Stephen, Marshall. After participating in 
The Plunge in 2013, Pr. Amber led this year’s group which has just returned from their trip. Pr. Amber is a native of 
Paynesville, MN. 

Description: The Plunge is a new young adult ministry experience for 18-35 year olds to learn about, worship with, and live 
in community with the global church. During the 10-day Plunge, young adults from the ELCA and the ELCIC visit the Lutheran 
World Federation offices and World Council of Churches offices in Geneva, Switzerland and then spend a week at the 
ecumenical monastery in Taize, France. The 2014 trip, which just concluded on Monday, was sponsored by our synod and 
included 10 young adults from Southwestern Minnesota. Trip leader Rev. Amber Ingalsbe and other trip participants will 
share their stories, pictures, and impressions -- come hear what our synod's Plunge participants experienced with the global 
church during The Plunge!   
 

Backpack Programs – How Do They Work? 

Leaders: Becker Backpack Buddies -- Jeremy Hallquist and friends 

Jeremy Hallquist, a member of the synod’s LYO Board, is the Director of Youth and Family Ministries at South Santiago 
Lutheran Church, Clear Lake. He lives in Big Lake with his wife, Ellie, and their 8-month-old son. 

Description: Becker Backpack Buddies’ mission is to reduce the effects of childhood hunger by providing nutritious, easy-to-
prepare meals over the weekends to children in food-insecure homes in the Becker, MN, area. The idea is to close the hunger 
gap that currently exists and to raise awareness that this problem really does exist in the Becker community. Learn more 
about how they accomplish this through a partnership bringing the businesses, faith-based organizations, schools and 
community members together with a common goal and mission. Currently this program reaches 215+ students in all four 
Becker schools. 

 

LSS Senior Nutrition Programs in SW MN 

Leader: Jodi Harpstead 

Jodi Harpstead became the Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (LSS) September 2, 2011. On July 
1, 2012, LSS assumed management of operations at Children's Home Society of Minnesota, making Harpstead also CEO of 
Children's Home and uniting their two adoption services. Prior to joining LSS, Jodi spent 23 years with Medtronic, Inc. 

Location: 

Description: LSS Senior Dining and Meals on Wheels seeks to enable persons age 60 or older to live healthier, more active 
and independent lives. Come to learn more about community dining, diner’s clubs and local restaurants, and home-delivered 
meals. 

 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements
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Visitors from South Africa 
Leader: Dean Victor Ntombela & Amon Thela 
Location: Beck Hall 219 (1st session) 
Description: Come and visit with Pastor Victor Ntombela and Amon Thela from the Vryheid Circuit. Learn about our 
companion synod and how you can play an active role in the empowering partnership opportunities. Hear first-hand stories 
about how being in accompaniment together has changed lives.  

 

Saturday Workshop Session #2:  3:30 - 4:30 p.m. ONLY 
 

Out of the Waters 

Leader:  Rev. David Vásquez 

Pr. David Vásquez is one of the campus pastors at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. Pr. David is passionate about serving with 
those who are “on the move” – college students at a time when they’re exploring God’s calling for their lives (asking not only 
what they will do, but also who they will be as children of God) as well as those who live with greater awareness of the reality 
of human mobility (like recent immigrants, particularly the undocumented). 

Description:  Whether going to a new school or town or thinking about going away to go to college, we live in a world that 
is constantly "on the move." Join Campus Pastor David Vásquez as we discover the Bible as a companion for people on the 
move. 
 

Engaging One Another Missionally to Become a Multicultural Church - Part 2 

Leader: Rev. Ron Duty 

Rev. Ron Duty is a retired ELCA pastor on the roster of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, where he served parishes from 
1987 to 1998. More recently, he served in the Church and Society Unit at the ELCA’s churchwide office. He currently serves 
as a contract employee on the Ethnic Specific & Multicultural Ministries Team of the Congregational and Synodical Missions 
Unit. 

Description: A missional church welcomes and accompanies the neighbor.  However, how do we accompany our neighbor 
when he or she is someone with a different story, age, culture, gender, class, religion, race, etc.? This faith-based journey 
begins with conversation. This workshop introduces resources that can help with getting to know the story of your own 
congregation first and then getting to know the story of those with whom you are not yet familiar. As a missional 
congregation, you can then begin to become a truly multicultural church, and move away from “ministering to” and move 
toward “ministering with.” 
 

And Grace Will Lead Me Home – A Guide for Pilgrim Journals 

Leader: Rev. Dr. Paul Rohde 

Rev. Paul Rohde is campus pastor at Augustana, Sioux Falls.  

He has led students on service learning adventures to Pine Ridge, New York City soup kitchens, Holden Village, Taize, and 
the Camino de Santiago. He served Our Savior's Lutheran in New Ulm from 1995 to 2001. 

Description: Penning the Pilgrimage: paying attention to transformation. Pr. Paul has published a guide for journal keeping 
for pilgrims crossing boundaries, exploring new terrain and meeting folks who challenge and stretch us. Pilgrimage teaches 
us both to let go and to pay attention to surprising gifts that come! 
 

Become a Safe Haven Congregation – Preventing and Responding to Abuse 

Leader: Sarah Hausken, SW MN Synod Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Sarah Hausken has served as youth ministry coordinator for the SW MN Synod for 13 years. She has spent months 
researching this topic and gleaning the best strategies from other synods, congregations, and organizations which specialize 
in preventing and responding to abuse. Sarah lives in Olivia with her husband, Pr. Matt Hausken, and two sons, Leif and 
Bjorn. 

Con’t on next pg 
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Description: One in four people experience physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect. As a church we have an 
opportunity to be Christ-bearers as we seek to prevent and respond to abuse. Come learn four clear steps to make your 
congregation a safe haven from abuse. 
 

LSS Homeless Youth Services 

Leader: Jodi Harpstead 

Jodi Harpstead became the Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (LSS) September 2, 2011. On July 1, 2012, LSS 
assumed management of operations at Children's Home Society of Minnesota, making Harpstead also CEO of Children's Home and 
uniting their two adoption services. Prior to joining LSS, Jodi spent 23 years with Medtronic, Inc. 

Description: LSS of Minnesota offers many homeless youth services, including a street outreach program, transitional 
housing and group homes for youth, Wellness Center (free teen clinic), the REACH Drop-In Center, and LINK. Attend this 
session to learn more about these services and how you can help. 
 

Advocacy on Hunger & Poverty Concerns 

Leader: Tammy Walhof 

For more than 18 years, Tammy has lived out her passion through her work with Bread for the World in the states of the 
Upper Midwest and Plains. She has worked in state government; lived and worked in Latin America for six years; 
volunteered on low-income concerns in her own community and through her church; visited in many settings to learn more 
about hunger and poverty, including rural farming and non-farming, inner-city & suburban settings, and 16 developing 
countries in Latin America and Africa. Tammy is the new director for the Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in Minnesota, 
and is excited to continue to live out her faith empowering people to act on hunger, poverty, and care of creation issues. 
 

Description: Is advocacy some new-fangled thing? What did advocacy look like during Biblical times? What is the situation 

of hunger and poverty in our state? How should we act on those issues? What type of advocacy is most effective? Join 

Tammy Walhof at this workshop to learn answers to all these questions! 

 

Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) 

Leader: Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth 

Pr. Tessa Moon Leiseth answered an ad on the ELCA’s Facebook page for the position as YAGM Director in South Africa, 
whereby she is the country coordinator for the young adults of the ELCA who are serving there. Formerly the campus pastor 
at Concordia College, Moorhead, MN, Pr. Tessa lives in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal, with her husband, Jon, and their 
two children. 

 
Description: The ELCA YAGM program invites ELCA young adults ages 19-29 into a transformative, year-long journey in 
international service in one of nine countries around the world. In this program, young adults are invited to become the 
hands and feet of Jesus in the world. Come and learn more about this opportunity to confront issues of wealth and poverty, 
racial privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all through the lens of faith. 
 

Family Promise 

Leader: Sherman Schueler 

Sherman Schueler is a farmer and a former airline pilot, a former navy fighter pilot and a Vietnam veteran. Currently he is 
a member of Svea Lutheran Church and the temporary chair of Family Promise of Kandiyohi County. 

Description: Family Promise is an ecumenical ministry whereby houses of worship are used to house families with children 
during the night hours (up to 14 people). During the daytime children not in school and parents not working will be at the 
Day Center working with the director and/or a case worker to try to solve the underlying cause of their present 
homelessness. 
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Framing the Vision: Seeing Things New   

Leaders: Rev. Kathleen Ulland-Klinkner, Anders Meier 
 

Description: The purpose of the Practice Discipleship Initiative is to develop leaders in congregations for the sake of faith 
formation in young people. Practice Discipleship is following Jesus as a way of life through leadership development and faith 
formation. We can’t become experts in everything, so how do we choose? This year Practice Discipleship will explore biblical, 
theological and practical frames that can give intentionality to how we prioritize our ministries and respond to the gospel in 
our daily lives.” This workshop will be practical in nature. “Where there is no vision, the people will perish . . .” (Proverbs 
29:18). That sounds great, but how do you figure out what that vision is and get people to buy into it? This session will 
explore the various ways ministry with children, youth and families fit within a congregation and will introduce you to some 
steps you can take and some tools you can use to guide your congregation through a process of discerning its mission for 
ministry with children, youth and families. 

Parish Nursing Today 

Leader: Gale Thomsen, RN, PN 

Gale has been a parish nurse at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Apple Valley, MN since 2011. Her nursing history 
includes rural community hospital nursing in Canby, MN. She provided oncology nursing care as a traveling nurse 
throughout the U.S. for eight years.  She also worked as an Oncology Certified Nurse at Regions Hospital Cancer Care Center 
in St Paul, MN.  

Description: Discussion of the history, development, preparation, roles, and service of a parish nurse. Discussion of the role 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Parish Nurse Association in supporting parish nurses.  

 


